Heyn 1

Text: Hebrews 2:9-11
What a Brother We Have in Christ!

I. He became one of us

II. He suffered for us

III. So we might be His brothers

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I come from a pretty big family. I have eight younger siblings, five of which are brothers. I love them all dearly, but as you can imagine, this made for a pretty crazy household growing up. I do feel a bit bad for my mother. The fact that we were pastor’s kids did not in any way mean that we were little angels. We all made the same mistakes that other brothers and sisters make – getting in trouble and fighting with each other. (By the way, for the kids out there, notice that I say those fights were “mistakes,” they were not a good thing.) I’m pretty sure it’s that way in every family. My dad used to tell me that he and his older brother used to fight so much when they were growing up that his father, my grandfather, just bought them boxing gloves so that at least when they fought, they could keep the damage to a minimum. 
Today we hear about a brother who doesn’t make trouble or get in fights. The one who is the perfect brother – Christ. He showed the ultimate brotherly love by becoming one of us. And then actually suffering and dying for us. All so that we might be His brothers and share in His inheritance. So that we might be part of His perfect family. What a brother we have in Christ!

I. [He became one of us.] Now you probably noticed that all of today’s lessons discuss the idea of family. Unfortunately, that’s a concept that has in so many ways fallen apart in today’s world and culture. But let’s look back at our Old Testament lesson and see where the concept of family started. It was way back at the Creation of the world with Adam and Eve. “Male and female He created them
… and behold, it was very good
 That’s what God said of His whole creation, including the crown of His creation man and woman. They, the first family, were very good. And what was the secret to the perfection of that first family? It was the fact that their will was one with God’s. They weren’t fighting or bickering, because they had perfect love for each other and, more importantly, for their heavenly Father. 

But what happened? Well eventually that first family did eventually rebel against their heavenly Father. Satan came and tempted them, as he does to us, and they rebelled, as we have all done far too often and in too many ways. And what happens in families that have rebellious members, whether it’s a spouse or one of the children? The family falls apart. 
We see that in the world today. Fathers leave their families and the kids are left with no proper male role model. Mothers leave the family and there’s no good female role model. Parents divorce rather than working out their differences and the kids learn to quit rather than work out their differences and forgive. And the poor family values are passed down to the next generation and the world falls into even deeper disarray. One person’s sin doesn’t just affect that person, but it affects the family. And that broken family contributes to the brokenness of the world that we live in. Families are the foundation for our world we live in and so when the families break down, society breaks down. That’s why family is such an important part of God’s plan for the world, and why He speaks so strongly against divorce. 
It’s the same thing spiritually. When our first parents Adam and Eve sinned against their heavenly Father it had a domino effect that has continued even to us today. Their rebellion against their heavenly Father was passed to their children all the way to us. It’s like a family feud that lasts for years and years, long after the original feuders are dead. But we can’t just blame our sin on our parents. We have all waged our own rebellion against our heavenly Father. 
But Jesus Christ, the only true Son of God, God Himself, did not rebel. The first chapter of Hebrews describes all the supremacy of Christ, telling us He was “appointed heir of all things”
, and proving His supremacy over even the angels of heaven. But what does the author here explain has happened? He writes that Christ “was made for a little while lower than the angels.” 
Christ descended from His heavenly throne to become one of us. One of lowly us. To become our brother. He didn’t have to, He hadn’t rebelled. But He came to be one of us because He loved us. Sometimes when kids are growing up, one of the older kids will be a little embarrassed to be seen with his younger siblings. I mean, if a girl thinks that I’m a sweet guy because I hang out with my younger sibling then yeah, oh course I’ll hang out with him. But there were other times in high school that I just wanted to be hanging out with my friends my age, and didn’t really want a younger sibling “tagging along.” Well not only did Jesus not mind us “tagging along,” He became one of us. What a brother we have in Christ!
II. [He suffered for us.] Not only did He love us so much that He became one of us, He loved us so much so that He actually suffered for us. Think about His Passion Week suffering. He was spit upon. He was scourged.  That was supposed to be our punishment. 

Think about your life as a brother or sister. If you were accused of something, at least this was the case for me… When I was accused of something, the first thing I wanted to do was blame someone else. “My brother did something worse! My sister tricked me into doing it!” Because we don’t want to face up to the punishment. What did Christ do? He willingly took the punishment, without any sort of complaint. Even to the point of death! The author speaks about Him “tasting death for everyone.” When he says, “Tasting death,” he doesn’t mean Jesus just sipped out of the cup of death. Jesus drank down and swallowed the whole cup of death. He completely died a complete death.
But why? Why would He do all this? Well He did have a purpose in all of this. When the author to the Hebrews writes that God the Father made the author of our salvation perfect, that word perfect is the same word that Jesus uses on the cross when He says, “It is finished.”
 It is finished, perfect, complete, the goal has been reached. This was the goal. That we might be brothers and co-heirs with Him. 

III. [So we might be His brothers.] You’ll often hear only children say that they wish they had a brother or sister. Well Jesus absolutely wanted brothers and sisters, and that’s why He gave His life. So that we might be adopted as those brothers and sisters. What does the letters to the Hebrews say? “He is not ashamed to call us brothers.” Through faith in His sacrifice, we are now perfect brothers and sister in God’s eyes and so He now proudly calls us His brothers and sisters. And God calls us His sons and daughters.
The amazing thing about Christ’s sacrifice. It’s not just that He died so we might be adopted as His brothers and sisters. He died so that we might share in His inheritance. We hear all the time about families where the children fight over the inheritance of their parents. They all want it, and they want it all to themselves. 

Not so with Christ. Because of His suffering and death for us, He is now crowned with glory and honor, ruling over all things. But He didn’t want to keep it all to Himself. He actually died for us so we might be adopted and He might share His glory and honor with us! 
We are now adopted heirs of this glory through faith in Christ! That’s not to say that we don’t make mistakes and sometimes hurt each other as brothers and sisters in God’s family. Unfortunately, because of sin we sometimes do. But the difference with the family of Christ is that Christ demonstrated perfect sacrifice and forgiveness in order to make things work for us. And so, in the Christian family, too. Even when things don’t always go the way we want or when people hurt us, we can forgive them and work things out, just as Christ forgave us and worked things out for us. 

We can also work things out in our Christian families. The model for the Christian marriage is in the biblical picture of Christ as the bridegroom of the church. He loved her so much He gave His life for her. That’s love. And so the husbands and fathers among us… we now have a model to strive for. Wives, submit yourselves in love to your husbands as the church submits to the bridegroom Christ. Children, honor and obey your parents, just as Christ honored and obeyed His heavenly Father, even to the point of death. Work together, as Christian families, as we press on toward the inheritance our brother Christ won for us.

By the grace of God our Father and our brother Jesus Christ, we are now adopted heirs in the Christian family. What peace there is to know that the future of this family is not on this sinful earth, but that we have a new home waiting for us in heaven. Until that time, take the comfort and support that He offers you in His Word. Here He reminds us that He loves us. Here He reminds us that He’s always right here with us. Here He reminds us of the Hope He won for us on the cross. What a brother we have in Christ! Amen.
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